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EDITORIAL. 


Owing to the Editor not reaching home 
until tho evening of the 23rd February, 
the publication of this month's issue has 
boen delayed, hence the lateness of receipt. 
‘Tho tour undertaken was, we believe, pro- 
duative of good results, and seemed to 
indicate the necessity of a member of the 
Executive making a similar tour overy 
your. Now Branches were formed at Bal- 
elutha and Rangiora, with the nucleus of 
another at Blouheim, It is impossible to 
give details of the tour in this issue, but 
a full report will appear in due course. 


The general impression gained by the 
Editor is that our country is one of the 
best in the world for successful beekeep- 
ing, and the industry is capable of infinite 
expansion, 


We understand that a Bee Club has been 
started at Te Awamutu, but until the air 
is cleared a bit we do not quite know 
whether it is to assist the National and 
Н.Р.А. or is ranged them. As far 
as We ean gather from tho reports, the 
chief items indulged in are mutual reerimi- 
nations, which lead nowhere. Ostensibly 
the object of the Club is to help both As- 
soeiations ta be of more assistance to thé 
industry, which is quite good; but we'sub- 
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j be brought” 
pat this, Will. not, Pe гуопе who bas 
“sinting elected a 


h to be 
va toe of the other. 


mit- H ET 
by отп enou 


r of the 


in these сара 
ith doing his best 
ИП, personal sacrifice. of 
10 any member think 
wo in all sincerity, ask Mi 
{о como forward and йе һа чүү ы: 
Ve want tho very besi s 

We want oth, Associations; and if anyone 


n 

to serve you 
credit him Wi 
very ofton at 
own interests. 
сав do better, 


ТЫ» h of 
thinks he js a better man La ea E 
ие who now occupy the positions, mei 


pose ome forward and prove himeelf. 


will meet with n hearty 
everybody. 


welcome (тот 


Market Reports. 


Honey.—There is no demand for this 
article at present. As far ns Home demand 
is concerned, second bands are full up 


and cannot make headway, The Con- 
tinental demand has been affected be 
the exchange and by the fact that 
boney has been offering direct Contine: 
ports at under 40/- per сті, eif. There 
are very large stocks in Liverpool, with no 
sales being made, 

Beeswax—The demand also in this ar- 
ticle is very bad, and descriptions are 
offering nt low prices, and are taking most 
of the few orders about. There does not 
look to be much hope for this article for 
some time to come. The only sales thit 
have heen made are 12 bags last-month at 
£8 10s., and б tons this month at £7 15s, 

: TAYLOR & CO; 

Liverpool, 1th January, 1921, 


Tho Director of the Horticult jai 
ure Diy 
haw received from the apiary instructors 


the following reports concerning 
оран reporte concerning the honey 


The weather di 
rable for the 
E. Extracting is in full s 
5 o general, i 
is excellent, being mah 


uring January 
storing of noc- 
wing, and good 
ty of the honey 
1 or sona Pere 
rom 10/0 to 19/- ions, 
1.—0, ү, E per dozen; wax, 2/6 ia 


th fow excepti 
Ption, E 
d good honey eje 


бъз рге У y Ч 
повен, and, Dunedin, — The l. 
rains have revived the clover раа е 
many districts, and it is anticipated} Н 
there will be п. good flow from the a, Ha 
growth. 


econ 


Generally thie season has 
as benn 


оой, amd a fair average ого 
ill bo taken. Extracting is Pc, hong 
most- districts, and the quality std їп 
honey is excellent, as ів usual when 11 
is good secretion from the clover, 1116 
lare firi, and mérehants ate Busy ру! 
ing on this season's стор. Bulk Ine, e. 
export: None, forward. Section hono, Т 
coming in in fair quantities, and is үл? 
freely taken up at 12/6 per dozen, 4 (oR 
small lines in 10.10, tins nre now pov 
offered. Beeswax is searce, nnd in stut 
demand,—E. A. Earp, ong 


Beekeeping for Beginners, 


strnetions 


ns in 
North are fonr weeks спгїїег, and in Senih, 
ihrer weeks Int х 


March should see the close of active 
work in the apiary. ` AI surplus honey 
should now be removed and extracted; but 
do not forget to save at least one good 
comb of honey (from hives that show no 
trace of disease) for every hive you are 


wintering. It has been well said that the 
liest time for spring feeding is the autumn, 
which of course means that it is false 
economy to leave the bees with only suffi 
cient sfores to barely earry them into the 
spring. The insufficiency of stores is во 
often the cause of winter losses, and those 
that do not die out usually come 
through very weak, and require a lot of 
nursing to pull them through, Therefore, 
See that all the hives have an abundance, 
and you will find it has paid you well when 
opening thé hives in the spring. 

Robbers will be particularly active just 
now, so be careful not to do anything to 
start the ball rolling. Honey, when being 
removed from the hives, should be kopt 
well covered up, else you will have a very 
trying time, 

Seo that the hive covers ft well, and 
replaco any brood chamber that is split 
and allows the beos;to get in anywhere 
but the front entrance, во that the sentries 
can cope with any chance robber bee. 

AM failing nnd old qnoons should h^ 
killed and Lys onon introduced һу the 
cage method, which T think is ono of the 
вм 


‘est. 

p. 0, B. 
noceat M Egit. 
Send for Pamphlet on ''"BBESWAX-" 

6d. POST FREF, 


W. B. BRAY, 
Barry's Bav- 
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Meeting of the National 
Executive. 


A meeting of the members of the 
National Exeentive was held in Christ 
church on Wednesday, 9th February, when 
he following members were present:— 
Me Ka Watson (President), Mr. E. W. 
Sage (Vice-President), Measrs. A. H 
Davies, R, McKnight, L. Irwin, and F, € 
Baines (Secretary). An apology was re- 
ceived from Mr. R. Bates, who was 
unable to atlend through stress of work. 

After the minutes of the previous meeting 
had been confirmed, a letter from Mr. H 
Bartlett-Miller was read by the President 
bearing upon the refusal of the Editor of 
the Journal to publish certain statements 
contained in an advertisement submitted, 
and asking that the proposed advertise 
ment be read by the members, and that 
a decision be made whether the refusal to 
publish was not unjustifiable. On the 
contents of the advertisement being rend, 
it was unanimously agreed that the Editor's 
action be endorsed, 

Tho proposed new grading schedule and 
tho suggested sliding seale for the pro: 
posed apiary registration tax were de- 
ferred for further discussion with the 
members of the Standing Committee. 


The Secretary stated that be had seen 
Mr, J, A. Campbell (in the absence of Mr. 
T. W. Kirk), of the Department, with 
reference to the proposals passed last Соп. 
ference on the matter of the control of 
apiary boundaries, Mr. Campbell stated 
these were still under consideration, and 
we should hear further very shortly. 


Tt was agreed that the next Annual Соп. 
feronce be held in Auckland on Sth, 9th 
and 10th Jone, and that the Secretary 
invite assistance in the matter of getting 
attractive and helpful papers for dis 
cussion, 


N.Z. Co-op. Honey Producers’ 
Association, Ltd. 


REVIEW OF LAST YEAR'S WORK, 

We wore in Auckland recently, and able 
to glean à few particulars on the work 
of the above Associution during the past 
Year, which we nre sure will be interesting 
to our renders, 


Tho tatal quantity of honey handled 
was npproximately 500 tous, The 
turnover was over £75,000, The shareholders 
havo inerensed from 500 to 700, The sub: 
seribod capital has been doubled. the last 
two yours, "Pho sales of “f Imperial Bee" 
honey inerensed £15,000 last year, The 
supplies depurtnent has been a phenomenal 
smecoss, (he. inerease iu. trade being 
£11,000, or £17,000 aguinst £6,000 last 


similar organisat 


"Го the writer, who was one of those who 
assisted in the launching of the HL.P.A., 
and who remembers only too well the 
struggles in the early days—even as re- 
cently as 1913-14—the above figures make 
wonderful reading. Quoting from memory, 
we believe the first year’s trading figures 
were about £2,000, on n paid-up capital 
of about £25. Surely the figures of the 
past year indicate the benefit those en- 
gaged in the industry have received by the 
‘o-operative movement. We are quite 
ready to admit that mistakes have been 
made by those who were responsible for 
the management from time to time; but 
ihese were almost impossible to avoid, аз 
it must be remembered there was not a 
т {п the whole world 
whieh we could take us our guide, ‘The 
»perations of the various co-operative 
issoeiations that were in existence then 
were found to be of very little value to us 
in starting our organisation, which was 
formed with the idea of getting complete 
control of both the producing and selling 
ends of the industry over the whole 
Dominion, All honour to those who bave 
Лопе so well for us; probably we who are 
it times inclined to criticise and complain 
of results would not have made so good a 


| showing. 


We understand that a farther payment 
of 1d. per Ib, will be made on white nnd 
light amber À and B, and other grades in 
proportion. A substantial amount is being 
varried forward to form a nucleus of funds 
to make the business self-supporting and 
less dependent on the banks, 


Regarding the market for this senson's 
honey, the position is somewhat obscure. 
The overseas market is very doubtful, but 
the prospects for the New Zealand market 
are very good indeed if the beekeepers 
hold for bigh prices and preferably put 
their honey through the Association, 

In the January issue of ''Gleanings"" 
the following nppears in the remarks of 
the honey market situation:—''Sugar in 
car-lots сап now be had at one-third or 
even one-fourth of the former inlated 
price. Honey, on the contrary, in enr-lots 
has dropped scarcely more than a half 


from the prices that ruled during the 
war.'* а 


Our Association, we understand, intends 
to advance Stad. per Ib, for white and light 
amber A and B grades, so we ate not 
dropping to more than one-half war prices, 
like oor American friends, 


writer is 


convine that the in. 

К а means of livelihood stands ог" 
s with the existence of tho TL.P.A,, and 

our attitude to the Association should be 


n je to dwell on what mistakes have been 
‘otal! 


made in the past, but each one to loyally 
support it to the utmost. If anyone is dis- 
satisfied with the personnel of the direeto- 
rate, thore dre vacancies occurring this 

m, and the holding of two shares is 
suficient to qualify one to occupy the 
position of a director, so the opportunity 


to become part of the management is 
quite easy. 


x 
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re 

Sineo writing the above, the market pis 

port from Messrs, Taylor of Diver s 
to hand. Just look it up! 

honey offered cif. continental port 


40/- per ewt. Whew! How are the 
fallen! 


s under 
mighty 


— 
——— 


Canterbury Tales. - 


By E. б. WARD, 


As usual, T must first of all refer to 
the weather, and I am sorry to soy in un 
complimentury terms, We have had an 
imusual amount of rain since the middle of 
January, and harvesting has been inte 
fered with seriously. Conditions have 
improved within the last few days, and 
there seems to be a prospect of fine 
weather naw, but T am doubtful if it will 
do more tban help the bees to get their 
house in order for winter. T do not think 
there have been more than four decent 
days for honey gathering in the last four 
weeks, 


I have heard quite a number of reports 
that bees have been unusually cross this 
season, aol I can only suggest that the 
bees, like the beekeepers, looked forward 
to a good season, and the results are not 
up to expectations, 


The annual Field Day of the Canterbury 
Branch of the National took place a 
Avonhend on 5th February, and was nt- 
tended by about 100 people. The function 


as a success in every way and the 
weather perfect. Mr. Pope (the President) 
welcomed the visitors, Mr, б. Witty 


(М.Р,) was present, and promised nssist- 

се in getting mensures through Parlia- 
ment in the interests of the industry. Mr. 
Earp weleomed everyone to the apiary, and 
was in bis usual good form at demonstra- 
tions. Mr. Hight und his assistants 
(embryo beekeepers) helped wonderfully, 
and kept the visitors interested for a 
good part of the afternoon, Mr, Bray 
again did yeoman service in his technical 
talks, and baeked up Mr. Rentoul and опт 
energetic Editor in their efforts to show 
the advantages of co-operation. Mr, Bar- 
ker's paper on the mason bee was listened 
to attentively, and the ladies were en- 
thusiastically applauded for their exertions 
in the tea and enke department, 


I would like to take this opportunity to 
stress one point which was drawn aiten- 
tion to by all those who spoke on the 
marketing of our honey, Prom various 
sources T learn that the liquidation of the 
Bristol awl Dominion Producers" ; 
tion hax caused quite a flutter 
keepers, Thore outside the H, 
the lookout for our downfall, nnd some 
in the ranks of the shareholders are talle 
ing about ‘‘eutting the pninter," T want 
to hammer this home—there is no need 
for alarm, Now is the time to sana 
shoulder to shoulder and reap the reward 
of being the best organised beekeepers jn 
any part of the world, T ат not going to 


Associa- 
among hee- 
PA. üre on 


criticise any of the business dealings with 
the В, and D., but will say this; Events 
havo proved that those at the helm haya 
shown themselves to be capable, farsighted 
business-men, and instead of being pes 
mistice, we have every reason to be the 
opposite, T would urge everyone to care. 
fully read Мт. Rylands’ letter in the 
January issue; it is interesting reading, 
and shows the position elearly, во that if 
anyone say re we downhearted?'" you 
ean join in the chorus, “Чо!!! The posi. 
tion in a nutshell is this:—We are about 
£8,000 better off than if the 1919-1920 
crop had been sold through the B, and D, 
We have an established connection with 
those who have handled our goods under 
our own name; and our business is inereas- 
ing by leaps and bounds. Our turnover 
has been nearly £80,000 for the senson jnst 


ended, and there's plenty of room for 
expansion yet. Contrast this with what 
the position would be if each one 


“paddled his own canoe.’ Only recently 
I heard of one man, not a shareholder, 
who was offered 4d. per Ib. for this sea: 
son's crop! Tt should be clear to all think- 
ing people that the greater the number of 
shareholders the more profitable our busi 
ness will become, for.the reason that many 
of the charges which now bave to be borns 
by a few would be distributed over the 
many. J refer, of course, to management. 
rents, and overhead charges, which have to 
be met whether our turnover is large or 
small. 


The orthodox belief is that normally only 
one queen will be tolerated in a hive, so 
perhaps the following will interest renders. 
"Two colonies belonging to our sceretary, 
Miss Mackay, swarmed at the same time 
and elustered together, She shook them 
into. a box, but instead of taking up their 
quarters in one cluster, they divided and 
took opposite corners. Not wanting tho 
bees herself, Miss Mackay gave them to a 
budding beekeeper friend, and be hived 
them in a double storey ‘hive. They 
divided up again, and established them- 
selves one in each of the supers, and have 
been working contentedly together for 
about six weeks or two months, all using 
the same entrance, and no excluder be- 
tween them. ‘Truly, as Dr, Miller said, 
“(Bees do nothing invariably.” 


Many explanations have heen given of 
the custom of making noises at swarming 
time. The Laneashire story is that when 
a swarm fasted the owner followed it up, 
banging one of his baking tins to inform 
neighbours of the faet, and kopt up the 
noise intermittently all the while (he 
swarm was in view so that no one else 
could claim i 


Most beekeepers, T suppose, have been 
asked what they use as an antidote for 
stings, and have to reply, “T just grin 
nnd bear them,’? but the following true 
incident may point n moral, even if the 
treatment does not effect a euro, A cer 
tain lady had a little hoy 18 months old, 
who was like many little boya їп the 
respect that a hammer lifted him into the 
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seventh heuven of delight. One day he|day was cold and showery, so only one 
snllied forth bare-legged and bare-armed,| hive was opened; but every opportunity 
and found bis way into a neighbour's раг. | was taken by addresses and demonstra- 
den, whero a hive of bees was located, | tions inside to spend a profitable day. 
His hammer came into play on the hive,| M. D, s Smollet, Presid 
and the result can be imagined. — His| praneh, extended a E n, Җ ue 
screams brought his mother, and her treat- | visitors, ^ They had several beekeepers 
ment consisted in rubbing bim all over| present from the surrounding district amd 
with a paste made of vinegar and саг. | trom Katea and Balclutha, Mr. F. C, 
donate of soda, Не was put to bed, and | Baines, editor of the New Zealand Bee. 
woke once in the night, when the treat-| keepers’ Journal and secretary of the New 
ment wna repeated. Next day he was) Zealand Beekeepers’ Association, and Mr. 
“right as pie. Renton, director of the Honey Producers? 
Association of New Zealand, and Messrs, 
J. Allan (Nelson Branch), Irwin (seeretary 
] Southland Beekeepers’ Association), 
District Reports. Brickell (Dunedin), E. A. Earp (Govern- 
ЫШ ment instructor), and others were present, 
т. F. C. Baines, on behalf of the 
National Association, congratulated tho 
TARANART. Clutha Valley Branch on the splendid ut- 
During the past four weeks the wenther | tendance, considering the stormy day. Не 
вав been very mixed, and there has not | hoped the Branch would increas its mem- 
been n grent denl of nectar gathered. Ow | bership as the result of the gathering, 
ing to the good weather experienced рге. | The Assocration consisted of bi 
viously, most of us are finding plenty of 
extracting to keep us busy, 


What а different way most of us have of | ®Л@ the Association was the beck 
‘getting there.’’ Our friend from Ren. | 00197 He үе ek ad 
wiektown prefers handling virgins to cells, | Wi oop in its work. o 
and T prefer cells every time. I think in 
troducing virgins is often the cause of 


epers? 
union. He urged every beekeeper to join 


Interesting addresses on fonl-brood wore 
balling. |given by Messrs. E. A. Earp and J, 
With a little сағо T find nothing risky Шал. Mr. Rentoul gave a demonstration 


about moving cells either two or threr |p- ы ihe rearing of queen b вй Мг. 
daya before they’ Баев, aud do not lose | БАХР opened ono hive and explained tho 
Ule d ‘hindted: work of the bees, 

I think the reason why a nuclei that has | уте ноу extractor was set going, and 
just been de-queened will more likely ас. | NT poney howee iil open his was шы 
copt a ripe cell without a protector is that IP РА red ARP. RR NEN ACS 
being so few bees, the news soon gets; Y ^ interested. 


round that the old lady is lost, An abundant supply of refreshmenta was 


Wh ncn ; provided, and proved most acceptable, and 
ith a colony, some irresponsible bee | the mombers of the local Branch, with Mr. 
comes along and, thinking perhaps tbat|H, N, Goodman as secretary, were most at- 
hor Indyship is upstairs, has a go at the|tentive to every detail, and did much to 
coll. T always use cell protectors in colonies | make the day profitable and pleasant, 
that have just been de-queened, and also 
in muelei, unless T enn loave them for at| Hearty cheers were exchanged at tho 
lenst some hours, We know from experi. ‘lose, thanks being given to Mr. McArthur 
ence that cells moved into nursery cages | 3nd the local Branch and the visitors and 
two days before they are due will hatch, | *Pe*kers. 
and are apparently no worse for it.. If m 
that is so, how a wire cell protector will) AUCKLAND PROVINCIAL BRANCH. 
hurt, T cannot see. The annual Field Day of onr Association 
Talking about the price of honey: Do|*ook place at the State Farm, Ruakurn, 
not lot us hear nny beekeeper say it is|on 16th Febreary. The weather was ideal 
coming down, Tt is not that high that| for the occasion, and the bees were in 
it needs (0, and if we all stick to the|their best behaviour—I did not hear of 
Н,Р,А., instead of cutting one another on | anyone receiving a sting, The attendance 
the open market, T guess it will not come | was the largest we have yet had. Motor 
down. cars and lorries began to roll np soon after 
Okaiuwn, 16/2/21, 9 o'clock, 1 each train brought its 
quota, about 250 people being pens А 
” e 5 н pleasing feature of the day was the large 
OLUTHA VALLEY: FIELD DAY AT UBI of actual beekeepers present. 
AWAMARGU. The visitors and members received a hearty 
‘Tho annual Field Day and demonstration | weleome from Mr. Green (farm manager), 
in connection with the Clutha Valley | Mr. Kirk (Director of Horticulture), Mr. 
Branch of tho National Beekeepers’ 


sso- |J, A, Young (M.P.), and Mr. E. W. Sage, 
ciation of New Zealand took place at Mr. | our President. The various demonstrations 
MeArthur’s apiary, Awamangn, on Satnr-| and lecturettes were gone throngh without 
day, 20th Jannary. Unfortunately, еа hiteh; it is hard to say which was the 
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1 
most interesting. Our old friend, М 
Hopkins, is still very much alivo Аа 
answered a large number of questioni oy 
good stylo. Queen-rearing, by Mr. ay ot 
and cadets, also claimed a lion's share ©, 
the interest; but I think the item more 
engerly looked forward to was the melte: 
demonstration, but unfortunately only one 
machine came forward. This was Ше. 
appointing to a number of people tha Даа 
come from North Auckland and the Pas! 
Const, where thick honey is plentiful. The 
melter demonstrated was Mr. Smedley’s 
new invention. Tt is totally differont from 
any other machine that has been demon: 
strated here. Tt is a simple machine, and 
by the way it behaved here, there would 
be no sitting own waiting for it to clear 
itself, 

We were unfortunate in not having Mr. 
Baines with us on account of his southern 
tour; also Mr, Rylands, who was ill in 
Christehureh, ^ Messrs, Brickell and Tur 
bott and other directors spoke on the Com 
pany’s behalf, and ulthough some criticism 
was received from one member, the general 
opinion was that the Company was serving 
the beckeepers well, and deserved the loyal 
support of all. 

A hearty vote of thanks to the depart 
mental officials; the Farm Manager; those 
who assisted with the programme; and to 
the ladies who assisted with the luncheon 
brought a happy day to a close, 


A, H. DAVIES, See. 


WEST COAST: ANNUAL FIELD DAY. 

The annval Field Day of the West Coast 
Branch was held at Gladstone Siding, 
Greymouth, on 12th February at Mr. Os 
mond Butler’s apiary, there being а Ja 
number of beekeepers present, including 
Mr. F. С. Baines, secretary of the National 
Beekeepers’ Association and editor of the 
Beekeepers’ Journal, who kindly consented 
to give a demonstration on the handling 


of bees. Mr. Geo. Dixon (Vice-President 
of the Branch) in introducing Mr, 
Baines, stated that as that ив 


Baines’ first visit to the West Coast 
(the speaker) felt «nre, judging by the 
manner in which Mr. Baines conductod 
the Beekeepers’ Journal, they were that 
afternoon in for a good and profitable 
time. 


Mr. Baiues thanked the speaker for his 
Kind remarks, and stepping up to one of 
the hives, gave it the usual one or tw 
puffs of smoke, and with the assistance 
of Mr. Dixon removed the cover gable, to 
find that no mats had been used, with the 


of honey, which gave those pre 
splendid opportunity of viewing 
built comb, 


a 
tural 


The next move was a frame from tho 
super, and you. should have seen Му 
Baines’ eyes when he saw that frame, 
fYonkbroodf" No! The thought that 
Went through my mind was: “This is je 
keeping that wilk stagger Baines п» 00 
frame was a combination of extra 


71 cheon 


result that the gable was filled chock ful] | 


and comb Loney; if you wanted the latter, 
you simply took a saw and cut the top and 
bottom bar in two, there being a double 
bar of wood in the centre. 


The next move was down to the brood 
nest. The same style of frame was thero, 
and the centre bar had so completely shut 
out the queen as to restrict her to about 
half the brood nest. ТЕ any readers of the 
Journal would like a fuller description of 
these frames, please write to Mr. O, Butler, 
Gladstone Siding, Greymouth, who, I feel 
sure, would be only too pleased to send 
n sample. It is the opinion of the writer 
that for anyone wishing to keep bees these 
frames are just the thing; but as I want 
hees to keep me I intend to hang on to 
the Нота. Mr. Baines, not boing ac- 
quainted with this style of frame, could 
hot see anything to justify him speaking 
in its favour, Mr. Butler, the owner and 
maker of these frames, being ill in bed, 
we were left to form our own conclusions, 


Mr. Baines then answered several ques- 
fions with reference to laying workers; 
how to find black queens; swarm control; 
and re-quecning, 


At this stage luneheon was announced, 
and as the apiary was a considerable dis 
tance from town, those present were in a 
splendid condition to do justice fo the good 
things provided. This is where we do 
appreciate the efforts of our sister bee- 
keepers aná their lady friends, After lun- 
Mr, Baines addressed those present 
on the work of the National Beekeepers’ 
Association, in what it had done in getting 
various measures to the benefit of bee- 
keepers placed on the Statate Book, and 
urged those present who were not members 
of some Branch to join np, as ‘‘unity was 
strength." The Journal was next men- 
tioned, with the result that quite a number 
of new subscribers were enrolled, The 
advantages of being a shareholder and the 
benefits to be derived from selling the 
honey through the H.P,A. was next very 
ably expounded, 


A vote of thanks for the able manner 
which Mr. Baines had answered the 
tions and on bis interesting 
address was passed on the motion of Mr. 
Murdock of Ross, seconded by Mr. Colqu- 
houn of Blackball. A vote of thanks to 
Mr. Butler for placing his apiary at our 
disposal, and also {о the ladies for the 
manner in whieh they had carried out 
their part was passed on the motion of 
Mr. Airey (Greymouth), seconded by Mr. 
Riddiford (Blackball), 


Mr. G. Dixon, on behalf of the West 
Const. Branch, thanked those present tor 
the wel they had accorded Mr, Baines) 
and for th ner in which the Wield 


D 
Day hud been conducted generally, this 
bringing to n finish one of the bost nud 


most profituble feld days ever held on the 
Const. 


At 7,30 p.m. Mr, Baines addressed the 
members of the Branch at their new place 
of meeting (Moresters’ Hall) on the ad- 


vantages of cooperation for the disposal 
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of their honey, the work of the National 
and other things of interest to beekeepers’ 
Mr, Baines left for Nelson on the 13th 
February, being accompanied part of the 
way by the President and Vice-President, 
and while passing through a small town 
en route the Vice-President pointed to a 
box-hive on а verandah on the front street, 
which he knew had been there for at least 
two years; so it will give readers of the 
Journal some idea of the state of things 
existing оп the Coast. 
we bade farewell to Mr, Baines, and would 
add, ‘Come baek soon friend Baines. 
G.R. D 
Brunner. 


TAIERI. 


Yes, it was 3rd February, 8 рап. На 
arrived safe and sound from Invercargill, 
having had two punctures, one within ten 
yards of the other. Bottle? Oh, I really 
can’t say! We had a great meeting to 
receive him, too, about 25, I think. I dii 
not actually count them, but let it stand, 
¥.0.B, Prom one end of the plain to the 
other, from Dunedin, trom Waitati thoy 
came, See what it is to be great Pan 
jandrum! 


Mr. Clark, our President, introduced Mr. 
Baines, and Mr. Baines did the rest. For 
the benefit of everyone—strangers in par 
tieular—there was a forcible address on 
the aims, work and results of the National; 
for us especially a lecture on the desira 
bility of heenness and vigour (merited!) 
By holding up to us the example of п 
Branch without a name, he showed us how 


much we could do to help the tnspectors | 


in their work in cleaning up the region. 


For the vemainder of the evening Mr. 
Baines occupied the position of village 
pump. He performed his task well for we 
pumped hard. We argned briskly in a 
virele for n while on the subject of the 
registration fee, No decision resulted, 
however, for the meeting was not of mem 
bors alone. We shall see about that later. 


We can assure Mr. Baines that there 
was not a word wasted. We have been 
thinking hard sinco his visit. Summing up, 
we may state that he spoke to beat the 
band. (N.B.—The band was upstairs.) 


The meeting closed so very late that we j 


won't say when with a vote of thanks, &e., 
&e, Of course, promises extracted under 
compulsion are not of very great value, 
but he really did say he would come back 
next your. — Whether attracted by the 
beauty of the Taieri or the more material 
clover in Southland, it is beyond our power 
to say, 


However, we here reiterate the Branch 
expression ‘of thanks and invitation, Au 
revoir, not good-bye! 

We shall now have to come down from 
tho clouds, right down to ordinary matters. 


Tho sonson all round will have been 
moderately good, I think, Extracting is 
now under way. Мо one seems dis- 


appointed. Still, if the price of honey falls 


On reaching Reetton | 


| wax. His son's fate is known. 


| there's nothing new under the sun. 


this year, you will know why. One of us 
has already taken twelve 60-lb. tins from 
three hives, and—pray, wait till I finish— 
and intends to take fifteen before the flow 


ceases. Don’t come too quickly! Aecom- 
modation is too limited! Aha! Harry, 
yonr record is done! Woodside has out. 


Munchausened Munchausen! Anyway, the 
Editor can now tell everyone why Harry 
raised 2ewt. per hive last season. But in 
case he should prove reticent, it’s simply 
this: The family (including Harry) con- 
sumes seven 60's between seasons; I am 
inclined to think that visitors’ consump- 
tion is included in the total. Mr. Ryland, 
I believe, is going to extend the Ñ 


mar- 
ket. T hope he can take a hint. 

A letter arrived from Donal' t'other 
day. I studied the post-mark, but could 


make nothing of it. And (cunning beggar) 
he put no heading to his letter. I think 
yon will sec why when I tell yon that he 


| stated that walking is a matter of great 


difficulty on his farm. The nectar sticks 
to his boots! I believe it is almost as 
bad in Clutha Valley. Of course, you may 
take that or leave it. Only remember that 
jealousy is one of the deadly sins. 


I see from the Journal that Dr. 
Abnshady.is having trouble in obtaining 
material for his metal combs. Here is a 
suggestion from mytholog Daedalus, 
alias Daidalos, the Edison of the very 
ancients, was an inventive wonder. То 
him we owe speaking statues, the plumb- 
line, the gimlet, glue, ship-masts and sails, 
woodworking tools, and finally the Turkish 
bath. (No, he was a Greek!) His pupils 
invented such things as the chisel, tho saw, 
the compasses. Daedalus misbehaved him: 
self, and had perforce to escape. To do 
this he became the first aeronaut. He flew 
away to Sicily on wings of feathers and 
Та Sicily 
he manufactured honeyeombs of gold, 
which the bees filled at a great rate. Bnt 
then he was in one of the great honey- 
producing centres, Sicily. Hybla in that 
island was always famed for its honey. 


As I 


remarked elsewhere and before, 
Many 
marvels of modern beekeeping are to be 
found in the germ or merely in suggestion 
in the old tales. But lest Ї be robbing a 
worthy man of eredit due to him, T shall 
conse and leave уоп to consider in what 
tiny circles the mind of man works, 
BASIL Н. HOWARD. 
9/2/21, 


TATPRE BRANCH FIELD DAY. 


Well, ’clah to goodness, I ean t conceive 
why you other apiators- On my knees 
pardon, Editor, if I have forestalled you. 
I conld not resist it. Moral: Never show 
your hand! Anyway, it is п better word 
than apiarist. "There is a slur in the end- 
ing—ist. Take, for instanee, ''agrienl- 
turalists,"" Tsn't he rhe type of man who 
starts farming by analysing the chemical 
components of the soil, by caleulating the 
number of worm-holes to the aere, &e., &e, 
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«1 Communist, '" 


Consider ‘‘Bolshovist,’” 
Consider. e belongs 10 29, 


‘Socialist’? (what is mine belongs ‘reo. 
and what is yours is mine); Ed ped 
Trade-Protectionist'": Away with He nU 
Your breath did not last through 4039 


i ju 
ЕЕ conceive why УО! 
know, So--I cannot conceive WH) РТ 


ther apiators want to know about 
Day: they are all the same, but different. 


rb—especi- 
There 


temptation on the way. 


Mr, Emp arrived аз a (‘deus ex ma- 
china’? We were lost without him, 
thongh we didn't know it till he camo! 
He shed the light of his knowledge over 
the wholo programme. The said programme 
covered a good deal, except (not, of 
course) foul brood, 


An excellent afternoon tea was served 
by the ladies, whom we duly thank, We 
must not pass the episode of the condensed. 
milk; apologies to all concerned. Chuckle- 
heads (that’s we!) 

The mecting closed about 5.30, after 
expression of thanks to Mr. Earp and to 
Mr. Clark for the use of his apiary, for 
his lion's share in the work and worry. 


We are not detailing the work done by 
members of the Committee. We seek по 
limelight's glare. Anyway, if we did give 
such details, there might be enquiry ns to 
the secretary's proposed leeture on—well, 
ask Mr. Earp. 


SOUTHLAND, 


About 150 persons were attracted hy the 
Southland Branch Fjeld Day, held at Mr, 
T. Hemmingsen's apiary at Seaward Bush; 
Mr, Hemmingsen had gone to considerable 


trouble in getting everything ready 10 
make the day instructive and pleasaut, 
and Mrs Hemmingsen and Indy friends 


had a splendid array of refreshments pro- 
vided. Tho weather was ideal, There 
were present:—Mr. J, Rentoul (Chairman 
H.P.A.), Mr, E. A. агр (apiary instru 

tor), Mr, J. Allan (ex-President N.B.K.A.), 
Mr. F. C. Baines (Editor of Journal), Мт. 
R. Stewart, Mr. R, Gibb, Mr. Tt. W, Brickell 
and many others well known to the bee 
keeping world, Mr. 0, Larsen, tho genial 
President, welcomed the visitors, especially 
the officials from the North Island, [елй 
the sun always shines and tho honey always 
lows, '" " 


Mr. Earp gavo a demonstration in the 
manipulation of the hive; Messrs, R, Gibb 
and Stewart talked queens to the ver 
great advantage of the audience; Mr. Ren. 
tonl emphasised the necessity for support: 
ing the FLP.A.; Mr. Baines spoke in the 
interests of the National Association and 
the Journal; Mr. Jas. Allan on the renewal 


uM 


mingsen demonstrated efficient wax-rendop. 
TET, Rentoul illustrated his system of 
ing. Me тої; and then extracting was 
Wemonstrated. One visitor Was so anxious 
demonsine business that he did not notice 
a full tin of honey in the well by the 
extractor grate. He too had to be extracted! 


А splendidly arranged programme, cnr. 
ried out with a vim, everybody plenseq 
and а rousing cheer for both Mr. and Mrs. 
Hemmingsen terminated n most helpfuj 
and pleasant day. 


HAWKE'S BAY, 


The month just past has been n busy 
one for all. Extracting has been in full 
swing; but while some honey tanks wero 
full to overflowing, others were rather 
empty. 

The season, їп spite of better spring 
rains, has been drier than last sonson, 
and the lighter soils have become very dry. 
From this class of land the clover dis- 
appeared with tho coming of the New Year, 
and the bees were left with but little 
fodder. So dry has the summer been thai 
the antumn flowers do not promise as well 
as usual On the heavier lands, however, 
the clover lns done better, and the bees 
bave been as busy as one could wish. 


So mueh for the bees’ activities: of the 
hive of beekeepers we need say less, Dis- 
appointment has been dogging every effort. 

For one reason and another our Field 
Day has had to be postponed, and we fear 
our general meeting will meet the same 
fate. 

J. P. BOYLE. 

23/2/21. 


Waipa Bee Club. 


“Help to see the ship safely home,’ 
—0, Smedly, 


A meeting of beekeeping enthusiasts was 
held on the 11th February in Victorin 
Park, Te Awamntu, the object being to 
help man the ship of glorious co-oporation. 


Mr. Bartlett-Miller was oleeted Prosi- 
dent; Mr. 0, Smedly Vice-President; 
Committee—Messrs, Bert Holmes, E. L 
Jones, "I. Clark, W, and F, Leinham, "The 
fact that reporters on behalf of the Wai- 
kato Times and also the Waipa Post were 
Present added an official atmosphere to 
what was really un informal gathering, ex- 
hibiting the ‘happy eomradeship which 
exists between beemen in the Te Awamutu 
district, 


ae erosity of words was not missing. 
"t every word spent at random at evory 


of brood-nests every year; and Mr. Hem 


“picnic” is merely a punch helping (0 
rivet or wear away what should be the 
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\'епШеяв chain'' of united effort. That|fed with ELP.A.'' Thi : 
was the object of the meeting, bot after | tirely wrong and harmful impression to 
what was said at the annual Field Day ar | the beekeepers of the Waikato, who would 
Ruaknra on the 16th February, the elected | hardly be cognisant of the fact that the 
secretary (Mr. Hugh C. Jones) will be| meeting, so well reported by the Press, 
very pleased to be relieved of what appears | was attended by about twelve persons 
to be the carrying out of impossible duties. | only, and that these persons were hardly 

[Say, Hugh, you've soon got your fii |in a position to form an accurate idea 
of socretarinl work, and you've hardly | оё the operations of the HLP.A., nor had 
Started! Well, well! Take our advice |suflicient knowledge of recent events to 
stick to it for a twelvemonth, and you'll 


enable them to correctly size up the posi- 
find it’s the beekeeper who stings, not the | tion- 


bees!—Ed.] cons. st the matters which apparently is 
roubling the conveners of the meeting is 
(то TEB KOTOR) that some of directors the НРА. are E 
= p on ecutive of the National Bee- 
Pr n онар a report of the meet | keepers’ Association. Tt is not for me to 
to point omt that the creation of a locul | (ut шту ewm opieien io tet ош (із point, 
j | гу own opinion is that in the interests 
bee club was most decidedly not done witi | poth of the commercial devol ta of 
ану intention of antagonism to апу of our | the honey industry aud the political side 
associated interests, but with the un | Which has been so much neglected in the 
doubted desire to help matters along to| past, it is highly desirable that. directors 
foil dissension. Unhappily, unfair eriti- | should Бе lakog wo Wild 
cism was most bitterly propagated at yes ане аа sides IUE 
terday's Field Day at Ruakura, Kindiy | While they аге two separate bodies, the 
meant criticism is good for all of us. We | (wo Associations need all the assistance 
must fail in life's work if we are ashame! | they ean give each other. з жай 
to openly encounter опт own reflection n Д 
in the looking-glass. But be fair! Thére was one statement made at the 
1t would Бе bettor at a happy garden party | Meeting to which, however, I tako very 
gathering to cut out financial matters alto- | Strong exception, and that is the statement 
kether. The baw-bees interest us all made by Mr. Jones that producers every 
gents as well as Indies; but tho Field | 18у were falling away from the Н.Р.А. 
Day held annually at Ruakura should be | This is a statement which is absolutely 
an advertisement of kindly comradeship | "ODtrary to fact. In the natural course of 
generated by the National Beekeepers’ events, a certain amount of disloyalty to 
fociution;  Vitiong eritfalent ош ‘tr | the co-operative principle is found amongst 
matters should be left entirely to meetings | beekeepers, just the same as amongst other 
arranged exclusively for that purpose. | classes of producers, and there are always 
Lam, &e. " + few who are out for tho uttermost 
HUGH с. JONES. | ‘atthing, irrespective of the welfare of 
Pirongin, 17th Feb, 1921, their own Association or fellow bee- 
keepers, and a few who fall asido by rea 
son of personal grievance, &c. So far as 
(ТО THF EDITOR.) we can judge—and wo are better able to 
Sir—Herewith we hand you report of a judge than individual beekeepers—pro- 
meeting held at Te Awamutu on February | lUter generally in New Zealand—and the 
Nth, over which Mr. Bartlett-Miller pre. commercial beekeepers almost in a body— 
sided. I may mention that a somewho* | 276 loyal to the H.P.A., because they know 
similar report appeared in the Waikato | that without this organisation there would 
Times of February llth under the head. be very little opportunity—this year of 
ing:— all _years—of receiving anything’ like а 
‘BEEKEEPERS CONFER. profitable price for their honey. 
“DISSATISFIED WITH H.P. D ыш the writer j mes са дажа 
“ я co. [nearly two years ago, the shareholders о! 
LACK OF BUSINESS ACUMEN." | the H.P.A. numbered 411; today they 
Rowling the report earefully, it would | number 700. During that period the sub- 
appear that the dissatisfaction which cer-|*€ribed capital of the Company has prac- 
tain of these gentlemen feel is mainly on | ‘ally doubled, and in every respect the As- 
recount of— : sociation is on a very much sounder footing. 
(a) The handling of our produce in| {t2 local marketing scheme has saved the 


England: situation for beekeeping in New Zealand. 
уййн, Tta supplies department has done an enor- 

(b) The рала of the directorate of | mous inerease in business, and now ranges 
e НРА. 


close up to £20,000 per annum, goods being 
Apparently the beekeepers at this meet | ld at very low prices, tho beekeeper reap- 
ing are woll satisfied with the management | nz the benefit, while fuancially the H.P.À. 
nnd conduct of the H.P.A, in New Zealand, | ӘЗ proved of great assistance to many 
thereforo it is a very unfortunate thing | Producers. Ы 
that the newspapers should issue long para-| So far as Great Britain is concerned, 
graphs im connection with this small see-|the В, and D. have gone down, and it is 
tional meeting of beekeepers, and head| very difficult for us in New Zealand at 
such reports with tho words of ‘*Dissatis- | present to ascertain what kind of a deal 


0 
- { 
i; st two 
wo have been getting during P sia 
wo have eokeepers, however, Can Té re 
youre. qat a full and thorough Муен 
fim Will be made, with the probative 
НО we shall send onr own тергезеп 
Jom to go fully into matters эру 
same tims to make full and 5 us 
E he marketing | 
arrangement Britain on Hines which will 


honey in Great Britain 
satisfy all producers, 
to get the maximum prices, 
and to ensure that the w 1 
proceeds flnd their way back to the HPA 


"The balance sheet of the H.P.A, will be 


stantial 
vailable very shortly Further substantia 
CER Jade on last yenr's 


and will enable 08 


ees for our produce, 
hole of the net 


payments nre being year 
honey; but the present senson is fraught 
with great difficulties on at of N 
failure of all overseas markets; and this 
own inter 


means that beekeopers in their o 
ests, if they are going to mainta 


manerative returns for their produce m 
more fully 


re 


the future, must co-operate n 
and completely than they have done iu the 
past, 


A meeting of the shareholders of the 
H.P.A. will be held probably at Hamilton 
towards the end of March, and this w 1 
be an opportunity for our friends at Te 
Awamutu und other interested beekeopers 
io voice their difficulties or grievances, 
and to obtain from the management and 
directors of the H.P.A. a full statement 
of the position of affairs both in New 
Zealand and at Home,—Yours faithfully 


N.Z. CO-OP, HONEY PRODUCERS 
ASSOCIATION LTD., 
€. Н. RYLAND, 
General Manager 
Auckland, 1921. 


[We refuse to publish the report of the 
meeting. This сап be read by those wish- 
ing to do so by getting а copy of the Wai- 
kato Times of 11th February. We do not 
care to publish a lot of vulgar abuse, 
apart from statements that look very in- 
teresting trom a Jegal point of view,—Ed.] 


21st Feb. 


Beekeeping in England. 


It has been patent to everybody in this 
country that generally of late years bee- 
keeping on the surplus point has goue 
more and more out of business, with 1920 
winding up witb a most depressing record 
Nobody has got any honey which they 
did not have to feed back or else to feet 
for in sugar syrup. Аз autumn approached 
brood chambers got emptier and emptier 
until many were at the emptiest! In tha 
case of myself, the bungling of the sugar 
supply by the County Council emptied) 
every hive, and in several instances the 
colonies starved to death, In many hives 
heaps of dead had already dropped from 
the combs before a morsel of sugar emi 


Bi KEEPERS’ JOURNA 


of official interference. I am more {hay 
ever opposed absolutely to any official in 
terference with the bee industry in this 
country by legislative measures, either 
through Parliament or Orders-in-Counej, 
It is very strange to colonial ideas, T dare, 
say, but it is no more яо than to us who 
can turn to endless Inaptitude of Goverp 
ment Departments to understand or contro) 
industrial matters in the way any person 
of common-sense demands, ^ Government 
Departments never have to foot a balance 
sheet; they spend their time spending 
other people's money; never have to carn 
any, and frankly I would almost say doen, 
the man who has to a fool. 


This was the situation:— ©, Council hag 
the job of certifying an applicant's requi. 
sition for sugar (limit 14 10, per colony 
for winter store, autumn feeding). Т ap 
plied, Four weeks passed; no respons: 
Repeat; no response. Repeat again, nnd 
copy to Board of Agrienlture, Whitehall, 
No response from C.C.; Whitehall repli 
“C.O. instructed to certi immediately, 
Four days passed; no С.С. response to that, 
Reported by letter and wire to В.В], in 
London all particulars; bees dying (87 
colonies on the brink, weather consistently 
bad throughout, and for a period of three 
months in all, July, August and Septem- 
ber). Immediately on receipt of letter, Jr. 
Editor, T. Н. Hempsall, went over himself 
to Board of Agriculture, and eventually 
the murder was out. Trunk telephone to 
Norwich replied: “С.О, Education Dept. 
Office closed; all responsible officials on 
vacation for five weeks then, and would 
be another week," That’s a fine state 
of affairs. Not only mine, but many more 
throughout all Norfolk were in a starving 
condition, but none so badly off as me, and 
the whole gang of thriftless officials away 
on holiday. D—-n! 


Well, the Board of Agriculture promptly 
put in 2%ewt. of sugar for a start same 
afternoon, and sent their local food officer 
ont here to seo to it. ТГ planted him 


amongst the hives to show bim the 
empty-bellied bees crawling away for 
good. ў 


That game has ruined my next year’s 
Prospects certain. Bees are only half- 
colonies now, 5, 6, and T-frame, which on 
a cold morning are diffieult to seo at all in 
cluster! In nearly every hive where any 
brood was going at all, very few, bees had 
devoured it; not a cell of food in thoir 
combs, &e,, &e.—n disaster. 


es I in favour of legislation and 
ureaueratic administration? T don't 
think! 


M, ATKINSON. 
Fakenham, Norfolk, England, 


Remedy for Si 
of tincture 
the spot wi 


Stings—Keep a small bottle 
of iodine in your pocket; touch 


be had—one more instance of the bunglin 


th it immediately you are stung. 


—Ameriean Bee Journal, 
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An Explanation 


These lines, my disappointed friend, 
Which humbly now to you I send, 


And which im meekness I have penned, 


Will truly say 
"Why to your home I failed to wend 
My way to-day. 


І ат a beeman, as you know; 

One of the chaps that to and fro 

Among the hives can come and go 
With careless ease, 

And gaily scoff at folks who show 
А fear of bees, 


One of the chaps who laugh at those 

Who don so many extra clothes, 

And mufle so from eyes to toes 
Their timid forms 

That they resemble Esquimanx 
When hiving swarms, 


Wol, yesterday, with dauntless air, 

And honey tools, did I repair 

Unto the shrub-fringed regions where 
Our hives are set, 

To take such surplus store as there 
Should be to get. 


“(As merry as a marriage bell” 


Tho work went on. ''This year ‘tis well— 


Plenty to eat and some to sell; 
Yes, quite a lot, 

Whereas last year a decent smell 
We hardly got.'' 


"was thus I murmured as I plied 
My smoker and my brush, and eyed, 
With honest apicultural pride, 
Upon the board, 
The well-filled sections side by side, 
With sweetness stored. 


But sweet and joyous thoughts must flee, | 
Whon mos: my bosom throbbed with glee, 


Up rose a ‘busy little bee’? 
From out the lot, 

And made a lightning pass at me. 
(I heeded not.) 


Again it eame, (I feared mo foes.) 

And then again, (Still all repose.) 

‘And then upon my dainty nose 
Tt lit and hung; 

Thon it dug in its little toes, 
And then it stung. 


You should have seen me claw tho air, 

And drop my tools and brash my hair, 

And through the currant bushes tear 
With steps mot short; 

And rub my nose with vigour rare, 
And sneeze and snort! 


Enough! This is no joking sham, 
' But true as your name isn't Sam; 
T've told you why Um where I am, 
And mot at ense: 
My nose is bigger than a ham— 
Away with bees. 


F. H.S. 


Bee Production. 


[Note.—The following article is part of 
a lecture given by Mr. M. Atkinson, of 
Fakenham, Norfolk, England, to the Cam- 
bridge Beekeepers’ Association, The ques- 
tion of lateral or vertical expansion of 
the brood nest is a very interesting one, 
and we should like to see the result of 
experiments in this direction. Of recent 
years the Americans have been advocating 
a system of wintering the bees on the 
ordinary Langstroth frames, but in an en- 
closed space and stood up on ond. If, as 
it has been contended, this is a better way 
of wintering, then it shows that Мт. Atkin- 
son is working on right lines.) 


(1) Tho subject of my paper and the 
demonstration which will 


accompany it 
concern bee production, a detail in bee- 
keeping to-day no less important than 


honey production. We say the ultimate 
aim of all beekeeping is honey production. 
"The present immediate aim of beekeeping 
must also include bee production аз п mat- 
ter of national importance, and until we 
have a better balanced industry in the 
shape of a greatly increased bee popula- 
tion, it is a matter for special effort and 
|attention. Purely local conditions, how- 
ever favourable, do not alter the wider 
jeutlook. 


The point T wish to emphasise here is 
the necessity of bee production for honey 
|produetion, for replacing wastage, nnd for 
jinerease as a definite programme every 
season. If you have enough bees, others 
are short, and under the circumstances 
there is economie waste if a full season’s 
programme is not carried through by every 
beekeeper with tho opportunity. 

I see no reason why a beekeeper's plant 
should not include supers for the ‘bee 
haryest’? as well as supers for the 


|'*honey harvest." But who ever hears of 
the ‘‘bee supers?” 


For a good many years to come the pro- 
duet of the ‘bee supers’? will be in great 
demand, to judge only from tho cirenm- 
stances of to-day. To peer into the future, 
\when bees have once again come into their 
kingdom—this timo welcomed by a far 
greater, more enlightened, and interested 
fraternity than ever before—who can esti- 
mate the demand for bees which is certain 
to come? 


(2) Needless to say, the share of the 
work the beekeeper will need to put in 
will be something more than is required 
to fill the bill of merely honey production. 
In spite of a good surplns boney average— 
the only outstanding aim of the beekeeper 


1 fostay—tT still regard ihat as only ‘let 
alone’? beekeeping. 


The season's opening calls for some skill 
jon the operator’s part for some ten to 
twolve weeks, varied and complicated in 
districts which may give an early and more 
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5а 


or where May 


ss gencrous May flow, 
pur, periods for the 


at times spell critical 
bees, pending the advent of clover bloom. 
The brekeeper who enn negotiate that ten 
or twelve weeks to the best alvantage 
is the man for the work of the ‘bee ha 
7 A close acquaintance with the 
domestic economy 


“hoo surplus most 
operator as can dissect t 
any hive and with due cal 
everything he finds—wenther, onter and 
inner conditions, time available, &¢— 
rapidly reaches decision and does the only 
correct thing the situation needs, He will 
be conscious always that ho works against 
timo; that a blunder here and its repetition 
there will have just as inconvenient re 
sults to his bee harvest as any blunder in 
his honev harvest routine can have to his 
honey surplus. That beekeeper who robs 
his bees of all their honey, and feeds them 
1010. of Government rationed goods on 
which to slide through winter is not the 
bee harvester. 

There must always be the novice; in- 
deed, without him there would be no skilled 
workers. To the novice, then, I have to 
say, ''Do not hesitate to pnt in early 
effort, for in the work of bee production 
along specialised lines you will find the 
surest foundation for ‘ali there is in prac 
tical beekeeping from A to Z. If you 
blunder here and there, the habit of ob- 
servation will always ensure your benefit 
ing by every mistake—never a loss without 
a profit.” 

The bees can be just those you have or 
fee] you ean best depend upon, The man 
of wide experience is fairly sure to prefer 
prolific bees. And for bee production none 
can be better. To partieularise, Т would 
not favour Dutch or their hybrids, as so 
far as my experience goes those bees when 
swarm-smitten cannot be relied upon to 
work with the beekeeper, Swarms or casts 
by cupfuls are not ‘breeding forces," 


(3.) We have a short bee season if we 
consider only hoi produetion, On the 
other band, the inclusion of a ‘‘bee har- 
vest’! gives us quite a different thing, The 
bee harvesting сап run from mid-March or 
April until we paek down for winter, and 
that may be ав late as November, some 
eight months in all. However, the premier 
bee production period of the whole year is 
April Ist to about end of July. Tn that 
period of some 16 weeks well-wintered 
colonies ean be doubled, trebled and quad 
rupled, aye, and more than that by the 
man who "knows bees’? and not merely 
''honey,"" And to this period, by the 
system of the ‘‘doublo six!’ hive, you ean 
add from two to four weeks before April 
Ist, when every bee brought on then is 
as four to one brought on later, 


ation for 


Granted the beekeeper is secure for 
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wenther will occasion no trouble further 
than perbaps some occasional delay In the 
mating of young queens, ‘The provision 
of young fertile queens is, of courso, a very 
great advantage, and pays well. 

Taken altogether the consisteney of our 
considerate elimate brings the compensa- 
tions that it sharpens the wits and quickens 
the movements of the carnest and enthusi- 
astie worker, and that if the United States 


7 |of America and other favoured regions can 


prodnee a vast bulk of profitable produce 
in bees, queens, and honey—not so much 


‘a matter of exceptional skill alone as of 


conditions and the opportunities favour- 
able weather must always give to earnest 
workers—our British beekeepers who are 
minded to keep abreast of the times can 
rank with the hest anywhere, Our climate 
alone forces the genuine beekceper to mas- 
ler n great deal a sunnier region would 
smooth over for him. And that is the 
kernel of it all. The qualifications enforced 
by our climate enable me to say Т would 
hack the British beekeoper to make good 
anywhere and everywhero in beo land. 

(4) A review of current practice in 
respect of the breeding chamber nnd its 
manipulation will be a useful preliminary 
to the chapter on its improvement, 

We begin the spring with a depleted 
colony, frequently a decimated stock in 
point of numbers. It is housed in a veri- 
fable barn, which, like all barus in cold 
wenther, will take a deal of warming, Now 
that condition is all wrong, and what is a 
worse feature has been all wrong for far 
too Jong a period; a condition which should. 
not be imposed upon a colony of bees as 
a condition covering the final weeks of the 
wintering, the bees being at their weakest 
in point of numbers, Nor is it right that 
it should have persisted from the period 
when the queen starts laying again in 
tho New Year up to our first manipula- 
tions. 


But lot ns first consider the situation as 
we find it. The Bee Manuals adviso first 
examination of colonies about Ist April, 
at which inspeetion we are to readjust the 
brood chamber and close np by the 
division board*to the colony's covering 
power. It may bo six frames, or it may 
be anything from four to ten, Usually, it 
is more often the smaller than tho larger 
figures, But at best it is n bad start, and 
wo are wide-eyed enough to tacitly admit 
it in an anxiety more or less impationt to 
bring abont a radienl change, If our bee- 
keeping is on the ‘Jet alone?! plan of the 
non-resident beekeeper, we say it pays 
best to give plenty of room, and tho boos 
will ocenpy it as they gradually ineronse, 
the main object here boing to avoid any 
but the barest personal atfontion, Neod- 
less to say, the thing is n hardship on the 
bees, and as progressive beekeeping to-day 
stands condemned in n country like ours, 
if not also in every othor, Тоні n mon- 
Buro of suecess may bo attained, it will not 
justify the great wasto of opportunity and 


stores, tho intermittent character of our 


bee effort, 
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= Passing on to the conditions of the resi. | We speak of putting bees in ''good 
dent beekeeper, orthodox practice invites |heart,’’ and invariably the reference re- 
us to reduce comb space and add eom|volves around the matter of stores. Now, 
Inter as needed, calling for some care in |I want to make it plain that at no time 
judging the cireumstances. This means (оё the year can the ''good heart'' patter 
more personal attention, and in that ser |have the value and the menning it has at 
vice the bees are decidedly better off than (the break of spring. . 
in the previous example. And what is the meaning then? Not 

Gradually, but very slowly at first, n|merely plenty of sugar syrup, candy, or 
full brood chamber із secured, nnd it be |honey and pollen, but inclusively и plump 
comes necessary to add a second chamber, |and cosily warm compact nursery, bringing 
of equal dimensions usually, and in conse jan brood in all stages; assured of all the 
quence of its great size, all sorts of make-|essential nceds to maintain, Parry оп 
shift arrangements will need to Lo fixed up |improve that nursery; beat never failing iu. 
to ‘‘make the p fit the crime’ (constance: Di i таш and cover- 

а al development. It may be below ig power wi! һе advent of every young 

a TERTA р, but I евге not if it i | recruit to the family; stores of һопсу and 
anywhere near the colony; it is out of pollen reinforced by the invigorating 
plice when n better thing is to be had. L3 ЕЗ ДЕ, soy Sth eid aniy 
ing ia needed to be dote to шуу, {ffm unfavourable external conditions n 

HE pie quud nip swarming nations, and all ie full онаа push on ie 
" [rapidly increasing haste, their one intense 

Т тШ gren th keit оти н lr [дай matral desire to generata pni te 
Ü DUREE deren Constitute their forces on a renl business 
ber. It only indicates poverty of practical footing for the good and still bu times 
equipment. {surely coming; and finally a feeling of 

Now, before I progress too far away | self-reliance built on and fortified by a 
from tbe earliest operations, Г will return | knowledge possessed by every unity, of the 
to the brood spreading programme ani | family, that every chink leading to trouble 
the gradual building up from tha contrae, lig Toeked, barred, and bolted. 

d chamber. To a spring strength of six к S MEM 
frames we look to add four or siz more as|, Now that is “*good uos ЙЫ 
quickly аз the bees can accept thom, so (idealistic that it cannot be realise 
that our design means adding to their |еап. But we need to scrap sume notions, 
house room— a slice of apace Ĝin. or 9 ш. {aad some other things personal and im 
x 1444in, x 9in. deep, and the less knowledge |PeFsonal, and come to a realisation that 
we possess the greater haste to thrust this |the honey bee, taken in the lump, is pretty 
оп tho bees will be the result. Now, the macb as human as ourselves in its own line 
wintered colony will more often than not |0f effort; understands its business aud 
фе far from covering those six combs efi. {weeds quite a little, and will reward our 
ciently; bnt the operator will find that to Understanding that no less some help and 
further reduce space will withdraw useful |ättention also at the right time and in the 
if rather seattered stores, and it is just as | ЗЕМЕ way. 

Well to leave it ak. thad. ү Nevertheless bees ean manage somehow 

Well, the filling up of that chamber|'* you give no hand at all; but on а со 
Testa Ында the а by lateral ex: [Partnership basis it is up to us to realise 
Pansion, which the bees must keep up to a (113 responsibilities as well as its profits; all 
Substantial temperature if our motives are Уёгу ebview doubt, but. we need not 
going to have real value, There ean be no|9Verlook it. — 
escaping the position this manipulative! With a realisation of the innaris of the 
procedure of lateral expansion involves— |‘‘good henrt’’ definition, we prepare to 
Viz, that every added comb means a dis- |зарріу our Ma a hs necessary details 
persion of heat, and much of it will be |to ensure it in ns full measure as we can 
dissipated in consequence until the colony |devise. 
can draw level again, All the time (із | First and foremost, serap the big brood 
building up of the big chamber is going on, chamber wntil its proper application comes 
the spring conditions aro very much lat another period. Replace it with two 
against the bees, Clearly, lateral expan- |half-capacity chambers tiered, and in doing 
sion is a defeelive or only partially suc-|so, exchange and abolish the wintering 
cessful method, For myself, I say “it is|barn and lateral expansion for depth aud 
sadly wrong. ‘The larger tho big chamber |vertical expansion. See the colonies are 
and the wrong is proportionately greater, stored in the autumn sufficient to carry 
and we might proceed to investigate some- |them to end of April in these half-vapacity 
thing of botter promise, chamber tiers, Not merely stores just to 

) What we now have to find is some- |Keep them alive, but in addition to bring 
thing to ive greater comfort to the do- to Jite Чет brood, ^а лаз mare ма maso 
ploted colony, to conserve the precious |brood, and keep it alive and well also. 
brood nest Saith, and stop tho waste of |When that has been done, your colonies 
it; ta enablo the bees to feel they сап de- |ате ready for business before April 1st, 
Pend npon the fruition of all carly spring's|9nd only need the active interest of the 
sacrificing efforts, and rely upon that fruit |о-рагіпег at that date to go ahead, But 
contributing its share; that in the aggre- |you can get to it before April Ist, when 
gato tho colony shall ‘pull its weight," (experience has taught you what nothing 
Tinian ne lon thea item. else will, nor half so weil and thoroughly. 


п, and 


not so 
for it 


N.Z, BEEKE 


sPERS' JOURNAL. 


[Mareh 1, 1921, 


T firmly believe that with the adoption 
of half-eapacity brood chambers, amd iye 
further stop of twin colony work in 2 70 
of one colony dimensions, the live wire Por 
produce a result nearing 2 and 3% pro 
Any large brood chamber work in the De 
duction of huge honey gatlrering {Of 
and substantial inerease of colonies, 200 | 
wil now give some attention to Wie 
cial features in the work of the b 
size brood ebambor. 


Not less than two sue 
uso for a colon 
LA E мат! aw say, April lst, nnd 
will find a satisfactory brood nest going 
and bees in suffieient foree to cover six 
frames moderately well. Seleet ll frames 
with brood and eggs, nnd make up to 
total of six frames with store combs, brn 
ing a portion of capped honey. Give these 
six combs to a top chamber, and the re- 
mainder of the colony’s combs to a lower 
chamber also made up to six frames; store 
combs, if any, in this lower chamber being 
placed centrally and a portion of the caps 
bruised also. 


With this arrangement of two tiered six- 
frame chambers, lateral expansion is at 
an end; bnt opportunity to force the brood 
rearing is uot only as good as before; it 
js better and of far more value, bi e 
every manipulation to that end conserves 
and does not dissipate the colony '« warmth 
You displaee and add, or ехеһипде, ver- 
tieally—i.e. you make use of depth, 


The time for the first application of 
brood spreading requires to be most care- 
fully selected in this as in any other 
method. Within the confines of the top 
chamber, useful manipulation eun be ac 
complished by comb reversal, to extend the 
brood area in well covered combs, until 
the upper chamber is in a substantially 
good condition. The next point to be noted 
is an appreciable overflow of bees needs 
to be apparent on the combs of the lower 
chamber, snd when that condition has 
arrived, vertieal expansion for brood fore- 
ing сап early be commenced. Probably 
also the queen may have taken possession 
of a lower chamber central comb and eggs 
be present, However, having gauged this 
important stage correetly for vertical ox- 
pansion, there ean be no set-back to the 
progress of intensive breeding in the 
colony. 


chambers should 
of normal size. 


To proceed, one comb containing the 
oldest sealed brood is moved down from tho 
top to the bottom chamber, and placed cen- 
trally therein, an empty from below being 
lifted up above (an egged comb if present] 
and placed between two selected brood 
combs, ensuring the queen taking immedi 
nte possession. In doing this yon bave not 
robbed the bees of anything to hnndienp 
them in putting their nursery aren in eon 
pact going order again, You have not 
spread the nursery’s warmth, п fault you 
must always commit in lateral expansion 
hence you have dissipated or lost none. 
Any heat whieh comes from tho ‘owned? 
brood comb is radintion, which must go 


back to the nursery above it. fn its cen- 
tral position in the lower chamber, it will 
attract all overflow bees, and will be 
traversed by all foraging bees and flyers, 
In this way it will be well cared for, and 
the radiated warmth of the covering bees 
is also returned to the nursery #bov 

Other suitable maturing brood comb; 
trented to vertical disposition in e 
for empty comb from below from time to 
time, and on these lines the development 
of the breeding work is very rapid. 


The height above the floor board at 
whieh the important nursery work is car- 
ried on is appreciably more favourable to 
the bees’ comfort than it could be con- 
fined to a single chamber on floor level, 
opment of the nursery Gownwards 
wnison with the seasonal progress, if 
not also in advance of it. A floor board 
of planed wood, more or less polished by 
much use, is a particularly cold proposition 
in early spring or during any cold period, 
and the bees in a high tiered nursery cham: 
ber are advantageously placed in respect 
to it, also strong entrance draught; whilst 
they are well away from any surface damp- 
nes 


Soon a third chamber must be added, 
and Jater n fourth, and it is in the dis- 
position of these and a special queen ex- 
cluder that the beekeeper’s knowledge and 
experience will be drawn upon ngain, Be- 
cause of valuable opportunities, I would 
rather work up with 4/6 frame chambers 
than 2/12 frome chambers, though it 
might appear that, having arrived at a 
prosperous 12-comb stage, the colony might 
vell be arranged at that point in the big 
ngle chamber, and any further additions 
in a second big chamber. I do not agree. 
To begin with, the season af (hat stage 
of the colony's progress is still early, and 
mueh cold weather may be expected, For 
that reason alone the policy of derp, nar 
row formation is quite the best. Further- 
more, the facility afforded of parting the 
queen from all the brood or as much as 
desired, and at a good intervoning dis- 
tance, is useful; nnd this matter of dis- 
tance is a very decisive factor to the beo 
mentality. The experienced worker ean 
use that to advantage in the rearing of 
early queens in every such stoek, and the 
forced neceptance of drone breeding also 
n early date, By this young queens 
enn be laying while elover is still a long 
way 017, ‘And until clover flow is on, bees 
do all you can wish for in tho matter 
of breeding, and bo nevor so generously 
minded at any other period of the year. 
What the beekeeper fails to securo in 
brood production before Juno is in, he 
cannot make пр later on, June's advent 
is high noon in the beokeoping world, The 
very Teast he should bo sntisfüod with is 
{wo good strong colonies at clover flow for 
every wintered one, and the production of 
the necessary young laying queens for the 
increase by early May. 


A striking instance of the doep narrow 


formation comes from Canada in am article 


March 1, 1921.] 


NZ. BEEKEEPERS’ JOURNAL. 


а the American Boe Journal for 
ino by Mr. C. Р. Davie—the , 
ference I have yet seen in the bee precs 
{о this matter of vertical breeding. "Ты 
toystance of it is as follows: 


“Finding 10-frame hives mot larg. 
enough for brood space, T made up 1 
winter 10 large 13-framers, veri 
barns. They accommodate 13 frames 
with an entrance running fall width oi 
the hive ns a means of ventilation. T 
waxed enthusiastic, With more than 
sufficient brood space according to the 
Dadant calculation, T ought cer 


October, 
mly re 


inly to 


| 


Сш | 
have the minimum of swarming, and the 


queens would stay below without {he us: 
of exelnders. 


| 10/- and costs (7/-); Mrs. 


‘But the anticipated results failed 10 | 


materialise, Far from it. As а swarm 
ing preventive the barns were an 
egregions failure. As a means to k 


her ladyship out of the supers (hey wer 
equally futile, The first swarm ‘of thy 
year went out of one of mr bams 


Curious, thought Т, 13 frames below 
aud a super of 13 shallows above could | 
not possibly be filled by the er of May 
And this conjecture at least was true 


There was nothing in the super, 
several outside frames below had 
untouched foundation. The 
swarm of the year went out of one of 
my barns. And it was some swarm... 
There were two supers on this hive. | 
opened np and found the foundation in 
four outside frames below, untouched 


and brood in the central part of the two 
supers. 


1 
in 


*'Having now found the fucts, let us 
apply the law. I stated that, according 
to the Dadant caleulation Т hn 
than sufficient brood space. 
half of this space in the wrong place, 
That brood space should undoubtedly be 
in the centre of the hive, not branching 
out sideways. Her ladyship will br: 
sideways for a matter of five or 
Langstroth frames, safter which, if not 
excluded, she goes upstairs in preference 
to leaving the centre of the house. 

“Even with an excluder, I fancy I 
could not get all that row of 15 frames 
Occupied by the bees, let alone the queen, 
unless perhaps I spread the brood every 
little while. In my experience, there- 
fore, the barns do not justify their ex 
once, nnd the practicability of the D: 
dant hive with deep frames to accommo 
date an amplitude of brood space in the 
centre of the habitation becomes sig- 
nificant." 


more 


From this it will be seen that ‘let alone,” 
the bees themselves adopted the deep for- 
mation and scorned the Interal space of 
thoir big brood chamber. Tho absence of 
exeluder and presence of comb foundation 
in the brood frames were contri'riting fac- 
tors; but in spite of that it seems note- 
Worthy to me as bearing upon my own 
conceptions of the deep formation and ver- 
fienl expansion, instead of a shallow for 
mation nnd lateral expansion, 


Prosecutions Under the 
Apiaries Act. 


Jaco! 


en—G, McLennan, Hal- 
hives), £1 nnd costs (7/-) 
Matthews, Mount 'Stewar 


tion), 10/- and costs (12/ 
Feilding (non-registration). 10/- and 
(1/-); Ð. Sinclair, € 
tration), costs (12/-); И. Reid, Makino 
(non-registration), 10/- and costs (7/-); 
L. J. Trass, Feiking (non-registration), 


А. Banks, Kiwi- 
tea (non-registration), 10/- und costs (7/-); 


Itenbam (non-regis- 


R. №. Christensen, Cheltenham (non-regis 
tration), 10/- and costs (12/-); J. Aitken, 
Peilding (non-registration), 10/- and costs 

| cn». 

By A. P, Young.—J. Viggers, convicted 
| and ordered to pay costs; J. Baker (failure 
1o register), 10. nd e s (1/-); R. Jami 
son (failure to register), 10/- and cos 
(1/-); T. MeDowell, J, MeDowell, T. Cavill 
box hives), 10/- and costs (7/-) each; 
G. Sheat, l/- amd costs; H. Bilbrough 
(failure to register and box hives), 40 


second | 


ond costs, 


By E. P. Brogan.—D, Wight (failure to 
register), 20/- and costs (5/-); G. Hannah 
(failure to register and box hives), 60 


and costs ): J. Finlay (failure to re 
| gister), 20/- and costs (4/-); J. Hillis 
(failure to register), convicted; W. Clark 


(failure to register), 20/- and costs ( 
R. J, Irwin (failure to register), 20/ 


costs (5/-); Alex, McDonald ( 

| register), 20/- and costs (6/ - 
Lennan (failure to register), 40/-; Jas. 
| Milne (failure to register), 40/- and costs 


But I had, 


GA). 


Correspondence. 


[The publication of nny letter does not neces- 
sarily Imply our agreement with the subject 
matter, and we do ourselves responsible 
for the opinions expressed by correspondents.) 


(TO THR EDITOR.) 

Sir—I should like to give my experi- 
ences concerning the swarming season and 
its relation to the queens, and ask you 
if you are agreeable to invite correspon- 
dence from other districts in New Zealand 
on this snbjeet so that we may know 
how far these facts affect the industry as 
^ whole. Му remarks are based upon 
careful observations and notes taken over 
a period of five years. 


The willow flow ceases here about the 
middle of October, and the main flow com- 
menees in December, according to the 
weather. Between these two honey flows 
there is as a rule some honey to be gathered 
when the weather permits, bnt not much, 
and little or none between the middle of 
October ond end of November. If the 


| 


weather is fine when the willows flower 
and the bees do well, all goes smoothly 
Il the honey ceases; then most hives com- 


N 
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and continue to do 5° 


тепсе qucen cells, or other factors 


ective of strength дне, 
Hit tho main flow commences. My no 


most 

show that queen cells aro pi od. 
hives about the last week in having the 
these Т destroy every nine days, АМРИ ег 
eld queen's wings clipped to PEONY ois, 
swarming. Most hives build fros S 
which are likewise destroyed before hatri 
img. Generally speaking, his HUST 
struggle continues till tho mid Dar 
comber, when very few hives will be 
with queen cells in f; 

T have always noticed the first batch o! 
cells is tho best; subsequent batches 0 
cells are smaller, and built in most oxtri 
ordinary places, аз if the bees wished 10 
hide them. I bave several times been de 
ceived by a cell built in the lower corner 
of the comb in such n way that only the 
point was visible, and I lave never seen 
that it was a queen cell till T noticed the 
door standing open after the exit of the 
princess. Often in these Inter batehes of 
cells one will find some sealed over with 
a tiny larva in only а few days old, the 
cell itself being merely n cell cup sealed, 
withont being drawn out. During the later 
batches of cells the old queens as a rule 
become very small like virgins, and nearly 
cease laying altogether. When the bec 
coase building cells, the queens fill out 
again, and lay as well as ever. This is 
doubtless due to their wings being clipped, 
otherwise they would swarm. Thronghout 
this period when the bees are trying 10 
swarm, I have found it well nigh impos- 
sible to introduce a laying queen; even 
hives which have no queen cells in, if 
their old queen is removed, will start cells 
at once, and on liberating the new queen 
from her cuge will make her as small as 
a virgin and not allow her to lay. In 
many eases they kill the new queens, and 
in others ball them and il-trent them. 

Last spring I made divisions from 15 
hives on £0th November. Each division 
consisted of three or four frames of brood 
and sone frames of honey; n new laying 
queen was caged in each and the bees con 
fined, and the rame day removed to an 
outyard and liberated. 


On the 
found to 


5th November every hive was 
have commenced queen cells, 
and only four queens were laying; in these 
four cases the bees had themselves de- 
stroyed the queen cells; T destroyed them 
in the remaining eleven hives, On the 
4th December six more queens were found 
to be laying, and five were found to have 
been killed—five lost out of fifteen, These 
five wero given fresh queens, and three 
were accepted, two of the hives deatroyin 
their second queens as well as the first Е 


Contrast this record with 29 divisi 
similarly made in the previous еш, 
when only one queen was not necepted 
and no qucen cells built at all. "This has 
been my experience every season, nnd | 
never think of trying to re-quoen. 
between the end of October and 
December; and in cases of hives 
I know are queenless, 


a hive 
Jato in 


Which 
T always wait tjl 


most of the brood has batched and all ig 
sealed, so that they cannot possibly make 
any queen cells. 

In making divisions during Novembor 
now, I cage the queen among queenlesa 
ond broodless bees, and keep them confined 
for 48 hours, liberating after dark, 


The first season I tried re-queening in 
November, I remember I was very puzzled 
over the faet that most of the young 
queens I introdneed Inid only senttered 
brood, and the bees built queen cells, 
Naturally 1 blamed the queens, nnd ro. 
placed them with other queens, but the 
resnlt was in most enses the same. Tho 
fault was not in the queens, 


Т have never seen this subject mentioned 
in print except just recently. An article 
in the N.Z. Fruitgrower, written, I think, 
by Mr. Hopkins, deals with the early send? 
ing of queens through the post before tho 
warn weather commences. The writer 
states that many queens are thus chilled 
and ruined; they after being introduced 
only lay a few eggs and are superseded 
by the bees. This is just my experince, 
except that my queens wore certainly not 
chilled, and Í nm convinced the whole 
trouble is due to the season of the yenr— 
the swarming season, 


Two or three years ago Т made two 
hives queenless for raising queen cells, 
meanwhile introducing their queens to 
nuclei, About the time the cells hatehed 
Т re-eaged ihese queens in their own hives, 
and in both cases only a few eggs were 
laid, and the bees commenced building 
queen cells, the old queens being as small 
as virgins, entvally, after destroying 
the queen cells, these qneens came back 
to their old form and laid well, This 
happened at the end of November. 


It certainly cannot be due in amy way 
to the temperature, because Т have found 
queens quite easy fo introduee in August 
and September. T have often changed 
queens from my queen-rearing yard to an 
out-apiary for tho sake of having a good 
queen at home, and last season on 5th 
August I so changed 22 queens, only losing 
one, The same thing done in November 
would have resulted in heavy losses, I 
n sure, However, after Christmas nonrly 
every queen ean be safely introduced 
without the bees building any queen cells, 
and such queens Jay well as soon ns they 
are liberated from the enges, 


Sinco writing the above lines Т have 
examined several ‘hives which I thought 
were queendess, and to which T introduced 
laying queens n week ago, Before intro- 
ducing these queens, T put a queen ex- 
eluder over the bottom box, caging the 
queen in this box; above the quoen ex- 
ier were two supers with a good donl 
of honey in them, There was no brood 
at all in the hives. On examination, T 
find one of these hives has the introduced 
queen laying very well below the queen 
exeluder, ond also another fine young 
queen laying very well in tho two anpors 
above the exeludor, Both these (queens are 
young ones reared about the sume timo. 
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pvidently, T put the exeluder on betwo 

time the virgin was mated m inti i 
the time ine К Yr mated ам бш Subscriptions Received. 
Tho two top boxes. Tho ago of the 


in ti shows that the queen in the sup. 

brotmence'l Tuying about three days Бере 
Comme in the bottom box. When T qu 
the ved this happy coalition, I put апо, 


[NOTE.—Should there be found any dis- 


crepancy, please write the Editor.] 


super of foundation above the queen сх. | @. Hall, Hawera, to Feb. 22 

cluder, and а second exeluder on top of this, | Н. C. Preece, Palmerston North, to Jan, 22 
with the two supers of brood on top of aj, | D- Gedye, Timaru, to Dec, 21 : 
thus ensuring a super free from bros] G- Larkin, Greytown, to Jan. 

between the two queens. I am intereste] C. G. Stuart, Kamo, to Jan, 22 

to know how long the coalition will Jast, T. Mackie, Oamaru (10/-), to Sept. 22 


and will report developments Inter.—I ium 
J. H. TODD, ' 


key 
Renwicktown, Marlborough, 13/12/20, 


(27 


Answers to Correspondents, + 


J 


H. IL, Fairlie—The removal of bees from dr 


the walla of a house is always an nnplea 


| 
tre job, and the only wey to get ria 15 6: Stevens, Invercargill, to 
of Thai ig by the reniovalled ВЫ | W. Н. Whitaker, Dipton, to Nov 
ing boards, Now the flow is over is n|J: Evans Dipton, to Jan. 22 
good time for doing the job. Before | MeDomald, Temuka, to Feb. 
Harting, give the Deos a food dosa of | SE C North, Picton, to March 9 


smoke at every place they get in 4 


then set to work, To prevent bees again | 5 COTrigall, Duntroon, 
taking possession, clear the old hive | A- Betten, Waimate, to Т 
thoroughly out, taking all comb лий | 05-5: Shaw, E. Tamaki, to De 


honey right away. Sprinkle carbolic 
acid solution liberally so as to neutralise 
the scent of the hive, and well nail up 
_ the rustieating boards when тері E 
C.O, Cabbage Bay.—We cannot see | 
the stroug hive of bees could be killed | 
by the weaker oue in uniting. Tt seems) 
rather a case of suffocation, The strong 
hive above got over-heated by the lack | 
of ventilation enused by the sheet of 
newspaper, ‘The manipulation of the 
hive yon mention would be to take off | 
all supers of capped honey, ‘Sky 


G. 


Miss 
H. 


A. 


т 
L. 


. Taylor, Claude 


G. 


Ti Manktelow, Ngntea, 


A. 


Miss F. 
E. 


7. P. Baird, Clevedon, to Jan. 
E, Harris, Te Aroha, to Jan. 
E. Yandle, Stratford, to Jan. 


Miss H. Suckling, Christchurch, to Dec, 21 


W. Shotbolt, Pukekohe 
W. Ogilvie, Romahapa, 
Currie, Th to F 

Furniss, Rn»waro, to Fe 
Р. Bloxham, Roxburgh, to 
Campbell, Rakaia, to Fe 
to d 


Is, 


an 


L. H. Drew, Р; 


R. Dickie, Rotherham, to 
R. Clark, Christchurch, to 
. Hiteheock, Waimatuku, to De 
Otaki, to Feb. 2: 

Watson, Lochiel, to Jan, 22 
T. Britten, Cambridge, to Jan, 
J. Manson, Little River, to Jan, 22 


Chaillet, Panmure, to Jan. 22 


22 


. Costello, Dargaville, to Dec. 21 
к. 
W. Т, Henry, Mercer, to Dee. 21 

Miss N. O'Kallaghnn, Ruakura; to Jan. 22 


Gilbert, Papatowai, to Dec. 21 


serapers'' are very nice from n photo-| Н. Fraser, Waitakaruru, to Jan. 22 
graphic point of view, but are very ахі | J. R. Anderson, Te Puko, to Dee. 21 
Ward to manipulate. D. Donglas. Gisborne, to Feb. 22 
| W. Clark, Mornington, to Jan, 22 
E. E. Collier, Dunedin, to Jan, 22 
An extraorüinary incident is reported | М. T. Furness, Kaihere, to Feb. 22 
from Tipapakuku. Tt appears that Mr. Н. С. T. Alington, Seafield, to Jan. 22 
Frodericksen’s tenms were engaged in|G, Nimmo, Brunner, to Feb. 


Ploughing on his farm when they were 
suddenly attacked by a number of bees 
from some hives which were in an adjacent 
paddock. ‘The bees attacked in such num- 
bors that the horses were literally covered 
with thom, and were so terrifled that they 
Were with difficulty released from their 
harness, However, two were so badly 
Stung that they died; and another, though 
t was taken to the river in the hope of 
Saving it, is still in а very bad way. The 
fourth, Which galloped off, escaped more 
ightly, and is considered to be safe. The 
nn in charge, including Mr. Frederieksen 
Limself, were also attacked by the beos, 
Mt tho horses seemed to be the chief ob- 
daot of their venom, Perhaps it was be- 
anso thoy were sweating freely, the day 
cing very warm, 


J, 


J, 


H 
H, 


W. Hamer, Devonport ( 
A. J. Middlemiss, East 
0. 

G. 


J. 
Ж 
Ww 
A. 
в. 
W. Nichols, Christehureh, to 
2 Brickell, Temuka, to Ta 
G. Parkes, Temuka, to Jan. 
` OT. Oates, Rangiora, 

Ne 


А. 


10/-), to Oet. 22 
Gore, to Jan. 22 
Butler, Grey, to Dec. 21 

A. Moreland, Blenheim, to June 
R. Dixon, Brunner, to Feb. 22 

Pritehard, Waikiwi, to Jan. 
Cochrane, Edendale, to Tan. 
McDowell, Mosgiel, to Tan. 
. Sillifant, Christehureb, to Jan. 22 
М. Johnstone, Cheb, (12/-), to Jon, 23 
E. Stanton, Rangiora, to Jan. 22 

Jan. 22 


21 


29 


n. 


92 
99 


to Jan, 
H. Pulley, Rangiora, to Jan. 
Beveridge, Christehureh, to Jan, 22 
Rowe, Cobden, to Jan, 22 

Davis, Grey, to Tan, 22 
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J, Conleon, Grey, to Jan. РА 
Е. D. Hastilo a Marina, to Jan, 22 
R. Clarke, Blackball, to Jan. 2. 

bert, Kumnra, to Тап 


H. Dunlop, Invercargill, 
Miss Anderson, Cambri 
©, Neilsen, Kakahi, to Jan. 5 
A. Jamieson, Cambridge, to Jan. 22 
A. P, Godber, Hutt, to Jan, 22 

— Reeve, Auckland, to Jan. 22 
Mrs. Aiteheson, Heriot, to Feb. 
Miss Farr, Waikari, to Feb, 


Send for Pamphlet on ‘‘BEESWAX." 


6d. POST FREE, 


W. B. BRAY, 
Barry's Bay 


Beekeepers’ Exchange. 


[Advertisements оп this page will be 
inserted at the rate of 3/- per 30 words 
Per insertion. Cash must accompany order 
or will not be inserted. Addresses сате 
Editor 6d. extra to cover cost of postage 
of replies.) 


BEE 


T am Buying BEESWAX in any quantity 
at 2/3 per 10. eash fob, Christchurch, 


Rail to me at the undermentioned 
address, and a eheque will bo forwarded 
by return, 


A. ECROY D, 
157 Cranford Stri 


t, Christehureh. 


NOTICE TO BEEKEEPERS. 


ESTABLISHING an OUT-YARD 
on Adam Bros. Property on the Miranda- 
Waitakaruru Rond. 


Н. FRASER, 
Waitakaruru. 


FOR SALE, 25 Strong Colonies Ttalian 
and Ttalian Cross BEES (young Queens), 
and all Appliances. 

А, S. OLSEN 
South Norsewood, 
Hawke's Bay. 


THE APIS CLUB. 
Port Hill Honse, Benson, Oxon, England, 


Two of the chief planks in the platform 
of the above Club are—tho stimulation 
and conduction of research work in Bee 
Culture and the creation of International 
scholarly relations amongst progrossive 
apinrists in all countries. 

Membership fee, 10/6 por annum, whieh 
includes one year's subscription to the 
“Bee World," a paper that has by sheer 
merit come right up to the front rank of 
Beo literature. ENROL NOW! 

Dr, А. Z. ABUSHADY, 
Secretary. 


COMMERCIAL APIARISTS willing te 
assist Roturnod Soldiers who have bad a 
Course of Instruction in the industry aro 
requested to communicate with 

CHAPLAIN CAPT. HARDIE, 
Trentham Camp. 


WANTED (by Returned Soldier ostab- 
lished in Waikato Township), a PARTNER 
with n capital of at lenst £500, Replies 
to state oxperience, age, and whether mar- 

od or single, Addross 

“APIS,” 
0/0 Editor. 


Do not Work with Obsolete Knives. 
MAGERTY'S PATENT No, 40726 STEAM CAPPING KNIFE. 


IT 18 A PLEASURE 


Steam Knife, complete with Can & Tubing, 


Or send your Bingham Knife and | 


Can and Tube 5/. extra, 


TO THE APLARI 


posted to any part N.Z, Price £.O/- 
will convert it for you, Price 3O/- 


WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED, 


WILLIAM HAGERTY, Electrician, WINTON. 
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HONEY. 


ch 
Mat = 


We intend to enter into the Honey business next 
season and will require large quantities of South Isl 


Honey early in the New Year. 


and 
Our arrangements will 


enable us to offer to beekee pers a better price for their crop 
than they can obtain elsewhere, 


Fairbairn, Henderson Ltd., 
Importers, Exporters and General Agents, 


238 CUMBERLAND STREET, 
DUNEDIN. 
Р.О. Box 502. 


Telegrams: “Fairhand, Dunedin." 


1920-21 AMENDED PRICE LIST 


of 
ITALIAN QUEENS. 
2 o ——— 
PRICES: 
1 2 з 4 5 
Untested .. .. 7/6 14/6 21/- 28/- 35/- 
Select Untested—1/- extra per Queen. 
Tested .. +. 12/- 28/- 33/- 40/- 50/- 
Select Tested + 17/6 34/- 45/- 60/- 15/- 


Breeders .. . 30/- 
Orders for Full Colonies booked up for the season. 
"Tested Queens booked up till 21st December. Untested, about 20th November. 


TERMS: Nott Cash with order. Cheques to have exchange added. Р.О. Order 
Office, Edendale. 


All Bees and Queens Guaranteed FREE FROM DISEASE, and bred from good 
Working stock, 


Postal Address: 
MENZIES FER RY 


ROBERT -GIBB,  sournrAND 


Нопеу Сгор 


to a elose, those Beekeepers who have not 
Hers, &e., will be wondering where 
s—the best the world produces— 


As the Honey Season is now drawing i s 
yet purchased an Extractor, Uncapping N Me 
the best can be obtained. We have all the Appliance: 
ready for immediate delivery. 

i %-1 12-inch baskets. 
7 " Extractors, with either 9%-inch or 
Two-frame Reversible Frietion Power Machines, with either size cage. 
Those Machines have, in addition to ball-benrings, every possible improvement. 


y ye: i y Pum 
Steam-hented Honey Knives, Uncapping Melters, Honey Pumps 
PETRI: Appliances which Will enable the Beekeeper to handle his crop, 


whether large or small, cheaply 2nd efficiently. 


We shall be pleased to quote prices for any Appliances delivered to any part of 


New Zealand. f 


Export Honey Tins 


The necessity for a strong, well-made Export Honey Case has been proved con- 
clusively during the past two seasons, Honey shipped in cheap cases has arrived in 
Great Britain in a very bad condition, and very large quantities of honey have been 
lost, with the resulting claims against shippers running into big figures. 


In your own interests you cannot afford to take any risk of breakages, Use 
''Alliance'' Export Cases, made from thoroughly dried, dressed, sound timber, with 
the ends, tops and bottoms in one piece. They make a strong packing case, and 
are guaranteed sufficiently strong to carry their contents to any part of the world, 


The price charged is a litle more than that chargod for lower grade cases, but 
‘Alliance’ Export Cases are well worth their slight extra cost. 


Beekeepers’ Supplies 


There are no Supplies offered which can compare with ‘‘Alliance’’ Goods in quality. 
The Price of them, whilst a little higher than some other makes, is more than 
compensated for by the Superior Quality of the materials used, and the greater care 
taken in their manufacture. In fact, our goods are the cheapest in the world. 


Airco New Process This New Foundation is made of clearer, cleaner 
С, b Е ү ° Wax, possessing the true waxy aroma, and is made 

om Oundation. оп mills which are without a spot or blemish, Ав 
Surpassed by no other makes; every cell is perfect, no drone comb will be built, 


New Refining Process; thereby effecting a considerable profit to users of 

New Milling Process; Airco Foundation. Nicely packed samples sent 

No Doer or Blemished free on request. Secure one for comparison. 
ells, 


ALLIANCE BOX CO., LTD., 


Telegrams—“ Brickell,” Dunedin. 


Post Office Box 572, Dunedin, R. W. BRICKELL, Manager, 


NEW SEASON’S ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE SENT FREE ON REQUEST, 


Just drop us a line when in doubt about 
choice of equipment. We maintain a service 
: department for your information. 
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New Zealand Go-op. Honey Producers Assn., Ltd, 


ead Office : Postal Address ; B 
aniey Street, AUCKLAND, лш 


Telegraphic Address: “Bees, Auckland,” 


Open Letter to Beekeepers. 


DEAR SIRS,— 

There ure at present indiealions that the New Zealand Honey Crop for 1921 
will be considerably greater that the quantity produced during 1920, aud 4 thee 
expectations are realised, there will probably be available for sale noi less than 
1,500,000 Ibs. of Honey in excess of the amount reauired for domestic and other uses 
in New Zealand, 

Tho disposal of this enormous quantity of surplus honey is the vital question 
in honey production. The disorgan coudition of the world’s markets to-day, the 
world-wide flnaneial chaos, is already affecting the primary producer in this Dominion 
For oxample, our surplus wool is practically a glut in the world's markets, and 
growers are being forced to accept prices less than half of what they confidently 
anticipated, and are even being forced into the position of having to hold crops in 
order to obtain something approaching payable prices at a future date, In other 
countries, in connection with cotton, wheat, sugar, otc., the markets bave broken 
down, buyers aro completely demoralised, and sellers are faced with onormous 
financial losses, 

In most countries there is a strong publie opinion at work in the so-far successful 
attempt to lower the prices of foodstuffs in particular. This has caused us to carefully 
examine the position of honey, world-wide, and to issue n note of warning to the 
N.Z, Beekeeper. 

Our Associntion fortunately had foreseen the present troubles and the necessity 
for educating the N.Z, publie as to the value of honey as a food, and made it possible 
for the people to obtain a standard brand of honey all the year round. The efforts 
of the Association and its members to extend the ** EAT MORE HONEY" campaign 


st 


has led to the consumption in New Zi «| being enormously increased, Our brand 
“Tmperial Bre’! Honcy is to be found in every corner of the Dominion, aud the sale 
is inereasing by loaps and bounds. During the past twelve mouths we have distributed 
in New Zealand over 500,000 Ibs. of this brand. This is a very unique record, and 


points to the fact that our Home Market will absorb still more Honey. 

On the other haud lies the fact that a great number of people, including returnet 
soldiers, ave going into beekeeping, and this will result in a very large increase in 
production from 1921 onwards; thus we shall always have to find Overseas Markets 
for a fairly large quantity of N.Z. Honey 

During the present year our Associ 
of the world, and were successful in sellin, 
elsewhere. 

Unfortunately, all markets to-day are in a precarious condition. The price of 
Honey in America has dropped considerably, consequent upon the heavy production, 
tho breakdown of the sugar market, and the inability to export owing to adverse 
exchange conditions, 

For the coming season Great Britain will doubtless receive a large proportion of 
our Honey, aud new markets, if they compare favourably, will be utilised in addition, 

Beekeepers from tho foregoing will be able to realise that the question of prices 
for the coming season will entirely depend on bow the whole of the N.Z. Honey 
Crop is marketed. Our Association stands in the position of being able to market 
to the bést advantage. It has its lingers upon the pulse of the New Zealand market as 
well as upon the pulse of Overseas Markets, It can estimate the quantity of honey 
which can be consumed in New Zealand, and by taking steps to prevent a glut in 
the Dominion can stabilise prices here as п first thing. 

Its experience of foreign markets will enable it to successfully undertake the 
disposal of the surplus Honey, Tho Association stands for the Beekeeper all the while. 
It is truly co-operative, owned by the Beekeepers themselves, and concerned only 
with tho matter of obtaining for the N.Z. Producer a permanently good return year 
in and year out for the Honey which he rais М И 

To achiove thoso results, to prevent a slump in the Honey Market in N.Z., it is 
absolutely imperative that every Beekeeper in the Dominion who has Honey to 
sell should co-operate by joining the Association and by placing his Honey with the 
Association for disposal, Any other policy at the present juncture would be suicidal. 

All Bookeepors ean become members on the easiest possible terms, and full 
information and all particulars can be obtained from Head Office, 


Yours faithfully, 
О. F. RYLAND, 
Geparal Manager. 


tion tried out many markets in varion 
large quantities of honey in Amer 


parts 
and 
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BENTON'S QUEEN-CELL NURSERY- 
INCUBATOR (Patent No. 43259.) 


THE MOST MODERN IMPROVEMENT IN QUEEN-CELL NURSERIES. 


Its advantages are such as to lessen the Cost of Producing Virgin Queens by fully 
one-third. It saves time, labour, and tronble, and many of the risks incurred in 
handling Cells; hence you cannot afford to be without one. 


Do not forget, it is often poor economy to continue using out-of-date and inferior 
Appliances, when up-to-date vnd efficient Appliances are procurable. 


THE BENTON QUEEN-CELL AND QUEEN NURSERY can be had in *wo sizes, 
The small size provides for the care of 16 Cells, and holds 6 half-depth Franies, The 
large size provides for the care of 48 Cells. 


Send for descriptive leaflet and price of this proved success to the 


SOLE AGENTS: 


N.Z. Co-op. Honey Producers’ Assn., Ld. 


BOX 1293, AUCKLAND. 


1920-21 PRICES OF ITALIAN QUEENS. 


One or Two: Three or Four: Five or moro than Five. 
7/6 each. 7/- each, 6/6 each. 

All orders accepted last season and during the winter months at last season's 
prices wil be filled as agreed. 

Colour Bange of Workers Guaranteed Leathor Three-banded to Golden Four 
banded. 

TERMB,—Nett cash with order; Cheques to have exchange added. 

Any Queen arriving dead at original address replaced Freo if Cage is returned 
unopened, 

NOTES.—Owing to the increase in the price of sugar, postago, and all materials, 
Мо Reduction can be made on large orders. 3 

All orders filled in strict rotation. Beekeepers should order early and avoid 
disappointment. In the best interests of Customers no Queens will be sent out later 
than the second week in March. This will enable Quoens to be raised for wintering 
in the Nuclei, thus ensuring early Queens the following Spring, 

Customers can rely on getting the best of Queens, and are assured of Absolute 
Freedom from Disease, 

Inspection of the Apiary cordially welcomed at all times, 


POSTAL ADDRESS; 


J. H. TODD, Renwicktown, MARLBOROUGH, 


PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING: 


Depi. of Agriculture, Industries & Commo; 
Blonhoim, Sept, 16th, 1020, 


Mr. J H. Todd, Renwicktowp, 
r—Having examined every hive at your Apiary at Ronwickto yo f 
no evidence of Foul-brood. ee ne "em Ae КАЕ tauga 
Apiary Inspector, 
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